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Complicated Pneumonia/Parapneumonic
Effusion Pathway

Diagnosis of pneumonia and parapneumonic o ) )
effusion on chest x-ray Note: These guidelines apply to immunocompetent with

community acquired pneumonia with effusion.

LABS:
CBC, CRP and blood culture

Laboratory testing on
pleural fluid:
Gram stain and bacterial culture.
WBC with differential. pH, LDH,
glucose and protein. If patient
produces sputum, also send sputum
for bacterial culture.
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